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| . of Meſtminſter, 

of Exchequer againſt the 
Shops, 


The Appellants CASE. 


Tho. Wilſon, Tho. Sheppard, Thomas Townley, ) WHO 03 
Vn. Claxton, and Gen ele.) Appellants, Attorney at Law. Reſpondent. 


HA the 2 are Occupiers of ſeveral Houſes, Shops, Ware-houſes, Cellars, and 

Stables 1n St. Bride's Panſh, within the Liberties of the City of London, the Rectory 
whereof is impropriate and belonging to the Dean and Chapter of Weſtminſter. 

That by an Act of Parliament, and Decree therein mentioned, made in the 37 Year 

of King Henry 8. it is enacted and decreed, That the Citizens and Inhabitants of the City of Lon- 

don, and the Liberties thereof, ſhould pay, of 10 s. Rent by the Year, of all Houſes, Shops, 


ev 
Ware-houſes, Cellars, and Stables, bag + per num, and of every 20s. Rent, 25. 9d. and ſo 
hich Act 


above the Rent of 20-5. by the Year : h Act may be reaſonably preſum d either to have been 
xepeal'd, or not thought fit to be pnt in Execution; for that no Pariſh in London pays 25. 9d. for 
every 205. of the improv'd Rents, for the Tythes of their Houſes, = 

t if the ſaid Act and Decree were not repeal'd, but are ſtill in Force, yet there is a Proviſo 
in the ſaid Decree contain d, That where a leſs Sum than 25. 94. in the 20 5. Rent, had been ac- 
cuſtom'd to be paid for . then in ſuch places the Citizens and Inhabitants of London, 
and the Liberties of the ſame, thall pay but after ſuch Rate as hath been accuſtom' d. 

That 25. 9d. according to the 1mprov'd Yearly Value of the Houſes, Shops, Ware-huſoes, 
Cellars, and Stables in the ſaid Pariſh, was never paid in the ſaid Pariſh of St. Bride's for the Tythe 
thereof, and above the Sum of 3 d. per Pound was never paid by the Inhabitants of the faid Pariſh, 
or any of them, to the Dean and Chapter of Meſfminſter, their or Farmers, or any of them, 
for or in lieu of Tythes of Houſes, Shops, Ware-houſes, Cellars, and Stables in the ſaid Pariſh, nor was 


there ever, till very lately, any greater Sum demanded c Says for the ſame ; and which, in alt Proba- 


bility, would have been done, had there been ſo great a Sum as f. 9. in the Pound due and payable. 
That by an Act of Parliament made in the 22 and 23 Years of the Reign of the late King ( harles 
2. Chap. 15. reciting, Whereas the Tythes in the City of London were levy'd and paid with great 
Inequality, and are, ſince the late dreadful Fire there, in the rebuilding of the ſame, by taking a- 
way of ſome Houſes, altering the Foundation of many, and the new erecting of others ſo diſor- 
derd, that 1n caſe wy ſhould not, for the time to come, be reduc'd to a Certainty, many Con- 
troverſies and Suits of Law might thence ariſe; it was enacted, That the Annual certain Tythe of 
all Pariſhes in the ſaid City, and Liberties thereof, whoſe Churches had been demoliſh'd, or in 
ot conſum d by the late Fire, ſhould be as followeth, (that is to fay ) The Annual certain 
, or Money in lieu of I of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Bride s, 120 l. and the Tythes of other 


the Pariſhes in the ſaid City and Liberties, whoſe Churches were demoliſh'd, or in part conſum'd, 


were reduc' d to a certain Annual Sum. | 
That by the ſaid Fire, all the Houſes in the ſaid Pariſh (except ſome few ) were conſum'd ; and 


In the rebuilding of the ſaid Pariſh, great Alterations and Confuſions were made, by reaſon that 


ſeveral Streets were enlarg'd, for the publick Good, ing of ſeveral Houſes into the ſaid Sireets, 
and in building of others in other places where ST before, and by reaſon of the rebuilding 


of ſome Houſes of ſome of the Inhabitants upon part only of the Ground where formerly others 
ſtood, Whereof the Appellant Wiljon's Houle is one. 


That, as humbly conceived, the Tythes of the {aid Pariſh being reduc'd by the ſaid Act of 22 
and 23 of Car. 2. to a certain Annual Sum, all former Tythes and Payments ceaſed from that 
time, and the Statute and Decree 1n the 37 Year of Henry 8. if they were in Force before, yet as 
tothe Pariſhes mentioned in the ſaid Act of King Charles 2. they are thereby repealed. 

"If reaſon of the {aid Fire, it may be reaſonably preſum d, that ſeveral Pariſh-Books, and 
er Evidences, were loſt, whereby the certain Annual Sums payable in the ſaid Pariſh, in lieu of 
ythes,. might have certainly appeared; and for the Reaſons aforeſaid, it may equitably and rea- 
de eſum d, that at the making the ſaid Statute, 37 Henry 8. and long before there were 
ne*conſtant Payments in lieu of Tythes within the ſaid Pariſh, which were leſs than 25. 9d. in 
Pound of; the improv'd Rent, tho the ſame, with the utmoſt Strictneſs and Exactneſs requir'd 
leg.of Law, cannot now be made out; and if fo, then by the aforeſaid Proviſo in the 
5 — 4 Year of King Henry 8. the Inhabitants are only to pay according to 
accuſtom 


t 


foe the ſaid Fire, the ſaid Dean and Chapter, as Impropriators as aforeſaid, were at the 
Au 2 a preaching or officiating Miniſter in the ſaid Pari of St. Bride's, yet by the faid 


* 


bef⸗ 
| fol Ghar 
Act f 22 and 23 Car. 2. the Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh are charged with the Payment of 601. 


Annum to the ſaid preachiMlg or officiating Miniſter, which is as much as the ſaid Improprietors 
bye the ſaid Act to pay, which it is very probable the Makers of that Law would not — done, 
they congeiv d the Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh were lyable to the Payment of 25. 9d. in the 

Accor ing to the improv'd * Value of their 2 rs, and Stables. 
All which notwithſtanding the Reſpondent Leſſee of the ſaid Rectory under the ſaid Dean and 
ze Yearly Rent of 1130. 65. 8d. did lately exhibit his Bill in the Court 


elants, to compel them to pay for and in lieu of the Tythes of their 
Ware-houſes, Cellars, and Stables, after the Rate of 25. 9d. for every Pound of the 


Houſes, 


full improv'd Vearly Rents or Values thereof, and obtain d a Decree in the ſame, under Colour and 


Pretence of the ſaid Act and Decree made in the ſaid 37 Year of Hen. 8. 

That the publick oo Taxes, and Payments within the ſaid Pariſh, amount to above 7 s. 
Annum in the Pound beſides the faid 25. 9d. which Sum of 25. 9d. (the Yearly Value of the ad 
Pariſh, as it is rated to the Land Tax, being above 18000 J. per Aunum) will amount to above 
2475 vs Annum, which exceeds the Yearly Value of moſt Biſhopricks in England; and which ſaid 
Sum of 25. 94. in the Pound, if it ſhould be exacted, will be the utter Ruin of many poor People 
of the ſaid Pariſh, and tend to the Depopulation thereof; and there is great Reaſon to believe, if 
this Decree ftands confirm'd, the Reſpondent will exact the faid 25. 9d. in the Pound, for that he 
hath ferved above 500 of the Inhabitants with Subpcena's, to compel them to pay 25. 94. in the Pound 
by the Year, for their Tythes, according to the full improv'd Yearly Value of their Houſes, Shops 

are-houſes,Cellars,and Stables, 200 whereof at the leaſt were ſerved with Subpaena's ſince this A peal 


hath been depending in this Honourable Houſe, and amongſt whom are the Appellants, 7. 
Wilſon and George Parker. | 65 ngſt Ppellants, As 


Wherefore theſe Appellants have appeal from the ſaid Decree in the Court of Ex „and hum 
u al vr pt Fu from the ſaid Decret in the Court of * Far 


